Ornithine decarboxylase in Paracoccidioides brasiliensis.
Ornithine decarboxylase in Paracoccidioides brasiliensis, a dimorphic human pathogenic fungus, was more active at 37 degrees C in the yeast phase and at 30 degrees C in the mycelial phase. In contrast to other fungal systems, yeast growth and mycelium-to-yeast transition in P. brasiliensis were accompanied by a high activity of ornithine decarboxylase at the onset of the budding process, the activity of which was inhibited by 1,4-diamino-2-butanone. The activity of ornithine decarboxylase remained at a basal level during vegetative growth of both the mycelial phase and the late stage of yeast phase, and also through the yeast-to-mycelium transition.